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Tories bad budget 
It’s such a shame more of you don’t come 
to council meetings and see your local 
councillors in action!  They work really hard 
to represent you and local residents – and 
seeing just how callous and frankly rude 
most of the Conservative councillors are at 
these meetings would make you all under-
stand a bit better what we are fighting for.

The recent budget meeting was a case in 
point.  We moved a raft of amendments to 
the council’s budget which we genuinely 
believe would have improved the lives of a 
great many local people.  

The list included: more money to refurbish 
children’s play areas, capping increases in 
resident’s car parking charges to the level of 
inflation, money to support vital rural bus 
services and keep sub-post offices open, 
better funding for local voluntary organi-
sations like Age Concern and money to 
improve CCTV in areas like Spring Lane 
where there are growing incidents of anti-
social behaviour.  And all achievable without 
increasing your local council tax.  Every 
one of these proposals was voted down by 
the Conservatives – though none of them 
even spoke in the debates – they just kept 

quiet and voted with their party whip for a 
whole bunch of cuts which will reduce lo-
cal services for the most vulnerable in our 
communities.  It beggars belief!

A big thank you to all of you that took the 
time to respond to the council’s consulta-
tion on Wincheap.  A staggering 85% of 
respondents OBJECTED to the proposed 
development – but, as arrogant as ever, the 
Conservatives say they still intend to build 
the1300 homes and a hundred new shops 
in Wincheap any way.

Alex Perkins,
Liberal Democrat Group Leader
Canterbury City Council

Alex Perkins with Norman Baker MP



Did you make it to the dinner?  If not, 
you missed a treat. Vince Cable MP, 
Deputy Leader and Shadow Chancellor, 
was our guest speaker in March. Our 
thanks to him and the team of cooks 
who made our annual dinner such an 
enjoyable evening.

Cable in CanterburyLiverpool Conference 
Report
This was our biggest ever spring conference.  
In a powerful, personal speech, Nick Clegg set 
out plans for wholesale political change, clean-
ing up politics and handing power back to the 
people.  He proposed: 
• Automatic re-call of MPs suspended for 
serious misconduct;
• A constitutional convention to redesign 
the way Britain is governed;
• New locally elected health boards to 
run the NHS as well as regular Town Hall 
meetings with local electors.

As always, our local party had an amendment 
accepted for debate, an improvement to the 
motion on Special Educational Needs sug-
gested by Martin Vye.  Though lost, it went to 
a count!  So, thanks to Michael Steed and the 
Berridges for continuing Canterbury’s illustri-
ous tradition.

HELP US CUT COSTS
A plea to our on-line members
• Do you have an e-mail address?
• Do we have your e-mail address?
Last year we spent £890 communicating 
with members and supporters, on paper, 
printing, envelopes and postage, not to 
mention all the effort of stuffing envelopes!  
You can make a big difference by agreeing 
to receive your newsletter by e-mail.  
 Please e-mail Derek Maslin, our new 
treasurer, to take up this offer on: 
Derek.maslin@btinternet.com  
He will guard your e-mail address and 
ensure that only local newsletters and local 
messages are sent to you.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
www.guyvoizey.org.uk

Our new constituency website is now up and 
running, with links to our local council web-
site, www.cantlibdem.com,  the SE regional 
website and the national party website.

Please help us raise our party profile by reg-
istering on the new site, logging on and send-
ing stuff to Guy for uploading on to the site.  

May I remind all councillors to copy Guy 
in on all press releases, letters to the 
press, events, meetings and issues.  (e-mail: 
guyvoizey@hotmail.com. )  We promise to 
keep our website fresh and up to date, but 
can only do this with your help.



It’s up to us now — Guy Voizey writes

 We need you! Why not stand for KCC?   
KCC elections fall due in May 2009. (They may be moved to June 2009 to coincide with the Euro Elec-
tions.)  We still seek potential candidates for the KCC elections in 2009.  A number of people have 
already been approved as candidates, but we don’t want to miss anyone.  Don’t be backward in coming 
forward.  Pick up the phone and talk to Martin Vye 830983 or Monica E-G 470416.  Don’t delay!  Final 
date for expressing an interest: 19 May 08.

The Labour government has just announced 
its U turn on the 10p rate.  This whole 
sorry episode cast a shadow over Gordon 
Brown’s trip to the United States last week. 
Labour would like to play it as just a little 
local difficulty. 
 But it’s much more serious than that.  
It underlines Gordon Brown’s approach to 
poverty.  He has sought to reduce poverty 
through the tax system.  His tax credits are 
unbelievably bureaucratic and often result in 
unnecessary hardship. 
 The result?  Whilst he has been in 
office, both as Chancellor and as Prime 
Minister, the gap between the rich and 
poor has got wider in this country.  As 
Nick Clegg asked in Prime Minister’s 
Questions, “What is the point of 
Labour?”
 The Tories are no better. Locally, 
it’s a case of “What is the point of the 
Tories?”  Alex Perkins describes (on the 
front page of this newsletter) how our local 
Tories continually take bad decisions.  Their 
inability to support organisations such 
as Age Concern and the Citizens Advice 
Bureau is truly short-sighted. 
 Yet this is no surprise to anyone 
who has seen their councillors in action.  
In debate after debate in the Guildhall, 
the Liberal Democrats on Canterbury 
City Council make the running on all the 
pertinent local issues.  Some Conservative 
councillors turn up to meetings, but never 
speak.  There is no sense from the local 
Conservatives that they have a long term 

plan for our area.  After all, the Conservative 
council leader does not even acknowledge 
the existence of climate change!
 Both nationally and locally, local 
people are being let down by their elected 
government.  We must rise to this challenge.
 We need to support the vulnerable, 
through the provision of accessible social 
services.  We must help local voluntary 
organisations, which can be much more 
responsive to local people’s needs than 
councils or central government.  We must 
improve road safety to get people out of 
their cars.  We must insist all new buildings 
are as environmentally friendly as possible.  
We must resist Labour and Tory pressure to 
concrete over all our open spaces.
 It’s not long to the next county and 
general elections.  Join us on the campaign 
trail now.  There are plenty of ways to help 
- indoors or out.  These elections are our 
chance to change the balance in the elected 
chambers, so we get to take the decisions to 
make a real difference for the better.  
 Many thanks, Guy



Quiz nightSaturday 20 September 7.30pmSt Dunstan’s Church HallTickets £7.50 from Janet Horsley 830923




